
Animal House

Dog-Passionate™
Destination Travel



Maya – Director of Barketing™

• DMOs • Lodging

• Restaurants • Wineries

• Park Districts • Local Services

• Community • Rescue/Adoption

Dog Travel Matters



Benefits of Dog-Travel

• Peace of 

Mind

• Cost-

Effective

• Fun with 

Kids

• Fitness: 

Active

• Exploration • Discovery

• Be a Local • Social

Roxanne, Maya & Dave 

in the wine country



• Family Travel • Millennial

• Outdoor • Gen X

• Culinary/Wine • Boomer

• Festivals/Events • LGBTQ

• Experiential • Wedding

Destination Driver Intersects

Dog-friendly travel



Kayla: Kimpton 

Shorebreak, Surf City 

USA

Doggone Facts: National

• $70 billion spent on pets in 

2017

• Pet-friendly hotels topped 60% 

in 2013

• 42% of hotels charge for their 

4-legged guests



Doggone Facts: National

• 47% leisure travelers have dogs (98%)

• 40% travel with dogs each year (96%)

• 49% plan travel through search (70%)

• 34% use dog-friendly websites (84%)

• 6% use visitor bureau websites (20%)

(DogTrekker)

Copyright © Destination 

Analysts. State of the 

American Traveler 2013 -

2016. Used by permission.



Doggone Facts: Regional

• 91% say their dog is family (98%)

• 81% traveling with dogs = good mood

• 73% researched dog-friendly locations

• 65% travel with dogs each year (96%)

• 56% stay in dog-friendly hotels/motels
Copyright © Sunset 

Publishing Corporation. All 

Rights Reserved. Used by 

permission.

(DogTrekker)



Maya and Edie, 

Claremont Club, A 

Fairmont Hotel, 

Berkeley

• $250 million generated in dog 
fees yearly for lodging properties

• $11 billion total spend yearly by 
leisure travelers traveling with 
pets in California

Doggone Facts: California



Dog-Friendly Hotels

1960’s/1970’s 2000’s

Dog-Friendly?

• La Quinta - $ / $0

• Kimpton - $$ / $0

• Fairmont - $$$ / $50/stay

• Ritz - $$$$ / $150/stay

• Parker - $$$$ / $200/night



DogTrekker.com Launches 2011

4-Paw Promise: Local – Accurate – Engaging – Committed 

Channels:

• Website*

• Newsletter*

• Paw Press Blog*

• Mobile App*

• Social Networking*

*Award winning



Maya on Lake Tahoe

DogTrekker.com: CA

• 17 regions/58 counties/75 cities

• Over 9,000 “triple-vetted” listings 

• Over 100 dog-friendly listing 

categories

• Over 1,800 engaging destination 

stories



How DogTrekkers Search

(for cool travel ideas) 

• 83% use dog-friendly websites

• 70% search engines

• 49% friends or relatives

• 43% dog-friendly apps



Melyssa Laughlin
Dog Obsessed

& President, Visit 
Vacaville





Director of Barketing

Jaxson Levi









Window Clings









Thank you 



Vacaville Landing Page 



300x250 728x90 400x100

Display Ads



Destinations Wine Road Trips



Stories



Things to Do Page 





Melyssa Laughlin, President

Visit Vacaville

Melyssa@visitvacaville.com

Dave Kendrick, Co-founder

DogTrekker.com

Dave@dogtrekker.com

Thank You!

mailto:Melyssa@visitvacaville.com
mailto:dave@dogtrekker.com

